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and always have born unto your person, life, estate, and surety,
we exhorted, advised and counselled you, in avoiding the extreme
danger which ye be in by reason of the suspect governance of the
Duke of Albany, to take upon you the rule and order of yourself,
and that your realm, by the advice of the discreet lords and
nobles of the same. And that ye now do perceive whereof hath
proceeded the war, trouble and damage, which the same realm
in this your minority hath sustained, and is like to do, as long as
the said Duke shall continue in that governance: for the which
your good respect and well understanding of our said letters,
proceeding of the fresh wit and great towardness of wisdom
which is reported to be in you, we do give unto you not only
singular laud and praise, but also our most hearty and cordial
thanks: assuring you that one of the principal things which we
tender in earth is the surety and preservation of your person,
being so nighly conjoined unto us in proximity of blood, and the
increase of your honour with your erection to your estate and
dignity royal.

Wherefore, dearest nephew, since almighty God hath
provided for you so great, so perfect and so faithful a friend,
to assist, maintain and defend you herein as we be, and that
it cannot, ne God willing shall lie in the power of any prince,
king or other to annoy or impeach you in this honourable purpose,
we taking your part, as we will not fail to do to the uttermost;
we eftsoons exhort and most tenderly and entirely require you,
that regarding the commodity of the time present and the danger
which your said life shall stand in if the Duke of Albany before
your said erection should return into Scotland with strength and
power had of the French king, ye will, all persuasions and
motions which may be made to the contrary set apart, under-
layedly and without any tract of time, if it be not done already,
assume and take upon you your said estate, rule and govern-
ance. . . .

Any one who advises contrary, he continues, is no true subject,
but a mortal enemy, and should be treated as such.

In his letter to Margaret he begins in the same strain about